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Squirreling Around – Ben Wayman 
 
Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; Luke 24:1-12 
When I think of resurrection, I think of squirrels. You might remember that last week Cole 
shared that a squirrel got itself stuck in our fireplace. Cole’s concern, shared by his cousins 
Brooke and Alli, and Aunt Rachel, was that we would do something to kill the squirrel, which 
was why he tried to enlist the church’s help. But after we lowered a couple ropes and a chain 
down the chimney to aid his exit, it appears he escaped death. 
 
But that’s not the only reason why squirrels and the resurrection are bound together in my mind. 
Several years ago, I preached on Easter and shared a story about a squirrel that had been 
flattened in the middle of Durley Street. Caden, four years old at the time, has always had a 
wonderful fascination with God’s creation, and so we parked our car and went on foot for a 
closer look. 
 
After inspecting the squirrel for a few minutes, I asked Caden, “Do you think we should pray for 
him?” Caden quickly volunteered. “Dear God,” he prayed, “we found a squirrel that’s dead and 
we think a car ran over his head. Please help the squirrel to come alive. Amen.” As we walked 
away, Caden kept looking over his shoulder expecting to see the squirrel spring to life and 
scamper up a tree. 
 
Caden believed in the resurrection. And it applied even to squirrels.  
 
Today we gather to celebrate the biggest game changer in world history. Students of theology 
might argue that the biggest game changer is what we celebrate on Christmas. They might be 
right. But today is Easter, and I’m here to announce God’s eternal knockout punch of the devil. 
 
This knockout punch is at the intersection of cross and resurrection. The cross displays God’s 
reckless love in the face of our fearful violence. The cross is the symbol of the world’s rebellion 
against God. In our reading today from Acts, Luke describes Jesus’s crucifixion as Jesus’s being 
hung on a tree. Jesus was lynched. James Cone helps us see that the cross is what the world does, 
and more disturbingly what we do, to God who comes among us as a stranger. The God of the 
Universe came among us as the “other” who loved his enemies without self-concern, and we 
lynched him. 
 
But the resurrection declares that Jesus’s love is the most powerful force in the universe. The 
resurrection is proof that God’s love outmatches the weapons of this world. As Paul says in verse 
14, If Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been 
in vain. Jesus’s resurrection means we must admit we really are free to love in the way that Jesus 
loved. We really are free to live lives of selfless love in a world bent on self-preservation, 
violence, and fear. 
 
So the cross is the world’s best attempt to scare us from our discipleship, but the resurrection 
empowers us to face down the worst the world can do to us. The resurrection gives us the 
confidence to love as recklessly as Jesus did, knowing that the cross is not the end of the story. 
So when Paul says in verse 17, If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still 
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in your sins, he clarifies for us that without the resurrection, we are still stuck in our sins and 
unable to break free from the fear of death that grips us all. You see, were it not for the 
resurrection, we could not know that we are free to love as Jesus loved. This is why Paul says at 
the beginning of our reading today, If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 
people most to be pitied (1 Cor 15:19). That’s because the resurrection proves there is new life 
on the other side of death. Death really has lost its sting. 
 
And that’s why Jesus’s resurrection is the biggest game changer in world history. Our faith 
hinges on whether or not Jesus has been raised from the dead. The resurrection shows us that we 
can confidently live lives of reckless love like Jesus did, knowing that God’s reckless love has 
resurrection power. 
 
And there’s more. By raising Jesus from the dead, God not only sets us free from sin and death, 
but also from the devil. Notice how in Peter’s speech in Acts he talks about how Jesus healed all 
who were oppressed by the devil. One early Christian described sin and death as the twin chains 
of the devil. By conquering the devil, God released us from sin and death. The devil dropped his 
chains. 
 
My friends, you were saved, I was saved, we were saved when Jesus was raised from the dead. 
Jesus’s resurrection has changed everything. Everything we once took as givens—like sin and 
death—no longer hold us. We have been set free. We are a Resurrection people. 
 
What would it look like for us to live as a Resurrection people—a people whose lives displayed 
the impossible victory of God? This morning I’d like to share three thoughts on how we might 
live as Resurrection people. 
 
First, we need to live as though nothing is impossible. This is the most obvious implication of 
the resurrection. All bets are off. Everything you thought you knew is open to review. Benjamin 
Franklin famously said, “In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.” 
But if we’re a Resurrection people, we can be confident that Benjamin Franklin was wrong. 
What this means is that Christians have imaginations shaped by the resurrection. We believe God 
can set people free from abuse, addiction, trauma, disease, and demons. We believe God can 
raise the dead, even squirrels. Now it may take a mature faith to believe God has even conquered 
taxes, but we believe that too. As a Resurrection people we believe that God is the only given, 
and God can do anything. 
 
Second, we need to live like no one is outside God’s reach. I want to spend a minute here, 
because this is what our Acts reading is all about, and in more subtle ways, our reading from 
Luke. Both of these readings help us see what it means to love recklessly. 
 
What Peter learned in Acts 10 is that God’s embrace reaches all the way to the Gentiles, even 
pork-eating pagans like Cornelius and his family and friends. This is the stuff of resurrection 
power because it marks a monumental conversion of Peter’s imagination. In order for him to see 
that these outsiders are also children of God, he had to have a vision—three times! It’s 
interesting to me that this vision—this extrabiblical experience—was what Peter needed in order 
to see that no one is outside God’s reach. Peter’s synagogue had taught him to call Gentiles 
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unclean. Cornelius and people like him had been kept at arm’s length for centuries, for biblical 
reasons, and what we learn this Easter is that no one is outside God’s reach. No one. Not even 
you or me. You see, in this story we are Cornelius. We are the Gentiles, and Gentiles are the 
outsiders thought to have been outside God’s reach. Now that we have been included, we must 
never forget that we used to be outsiders. 
 
On to Luke. In Luke’s Gospel, women play an especially important role. Without Luke, we’d 
never know the Magnificat, Mary’s Kingdom Song that envisions the mighty cast down from 
their thrones and the lowly lifted up. Without Luke, we’d never know that Jesus treated women 
as disciples (see Luke 8:1-3). And here in Luke today, we see that angels did too. Not only did 
the two men in dazzling clothes invite the women to remember what Jesus had told his disciples 
in Galilee (presuming that they were disciples), but they also treated the women as disciples 
when they arrived at the empty tomb.  
 
In both Matthew and Mark’s accounts, the angels tell the women to go, tell [Jesus’s] disciples 
(Mark 16:7) that he is raised from the dead and is going ahead to Galilee. But for Luke, the 
women are disciples and so need no further instruction. And here’s where I really fall in love 
with Luke. Not only does Luke treat the women as disciples, but Luke also exposes the 
challenges women face. Luke knows about patriarchy. Luke knows how women are disregarded 
in his culture and time. Luke knows that for the religious of his day, women leaders are outside 
the plan of God. Luke exposes the biases and prejudice of the early church for what they really 
are. 
 
When the women announced the resurrection to the apostles, Luke tells us, But these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. God, forgive us men for all the times 
we have not believed our sisters and mothers, our daughters and grandmothers, our aunts and 
nieces, when they have told us the truth. We have been doing this for too long. We need to hear 
the truth from our women—not only from the pulpit but in all walks of life. The women of 
Luke’s gospel were the forerunners of the #MeToo movement. 
 
To sum up this second point, that no one is outside God’s reach, I only want to say this: 
Resurrection people must love recklessly. We must open ourselves to being surprised by who 
God includes in our family and how desperately we need them. The list is long, friends. For too 
long, we Christians have nursed impoverished imaginations about who is in and who is out. On 
this Easter Sunday, my prayer for us is that we will have visions and dreams about who God is 
embracing and who we need to embrace in order to be the Resurrection people of God. And we 
can’t forget that it was Peter’s vision that surprised him and led the early church into including 
us Gentiles. 
 
And finally, if we are to be a Resurrection people, we need to squirrel around. As a parent I am 
constantly checking myself because my inclination is to shut down my boys when they’re 
squirreling around. But what the resurrection teaches us is that God frees us to squirrel around. 
Squirreling around as a Resurrection people requires that we be discerning, courageous, and 
playful. 
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We must be discerning, unlike the builders in our Psalm today who rejected the chief 
cornerstone. This means that we must constantly be on the alert for speeding cars and flashy 
fireplaces—all the noise that glitters and distracts us from building our lives on Christ. Instead, 
we need to develop eyes to see and embrace God at work in this world. Jesus was wily. He came 
to us as a baby, a homeless man, a slave, and a criminal. Christ comes to us as one who is 
hungry, a stranger, as naked, and a prisoner. We need to be a discerning people who see Christ in 
all the people we tend to avoid, reject, and keep at arm’s length. 
 
We need to be courageous, not only like Peter, who broke with tradition and common 
interpretations of Scripture and embraced Cornelius as a brother. We also need to be bold like 
Paul; who faced down his enemies as he headed west to the heart of the Empire. Look at how he 
describes the end of time in verse 24, When [Christ] hands over the kingdom to God the Father 
after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power” (1 Cor 15:24; emphasis 
added). Woe to you rulers, you people in authority, you people with power. Christ reigns and you 
do not. We must remind our rulers of this, and if we hold power or position, we must never 
forget this. Christ reigns. 
 
And finally, we need to be playful. The good news, friends, is that God has saved the world. Not 
you. God has done everything important by living among us and conquering sin, death, and the 
devil. God will make everything come out right in the end, as he makes all things new and 
embraces us as friends, as family. So we have the freedom to play in this in-between time.  
 
Now I don’t know if the squirrel in my fireplace was discerning and courageous as he scaled the 
rescue rope to freedom, and maybe it was playfulness that got him in trouble in the first place. 
But I do know that the virtues we need to be a Resurrection people are virtues not unlike those of 
squirrels, who playfully enjoy God’s world and depend on God for their very lives. 
 
Friends, today we celebrate that God has conquered sin, death, and the devil. We are no longer in 
their grip. We have been set free to love recklessly, as Jesus did. Let us be a Resurrection people 
who live impossible lives of hope, extravagant lives of love, and squirrely lives of discernment, 
courage, and playfulness all because we trust in God who would not let death have the final 
word. Amen. 


