
Prayer After Communion 
God of mercy, God of grace, we bless and praise you for 
nourishing us with this Easter feast of redemption. Fill us with 
your Spirit, and make us living signs of your love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Community Sharing 
 

Offering 
 

Hymn Of  Response     We Give Thee But Thine Own     lyrics 360 
                            (gospel rhythm, clapping on beats 2 and 4)    
 

Closing Hymn     Spirit Of God, Descend Upon My Heart     197 
 

Dismissal With Blessing 
Go in peace, to love and serve God and your neighbor. And may the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, this day and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Next Week’s Readings:  Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149; Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31 
 

Preaching This Week:  Rick McPeak                             Preaching Next Week:  Judy Cox 
Celebrant:  Judy Cox                                            Acolytes:  Caden Wayman, Cole Wayman  

St. Paul’s Free Methodist Church 
       Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
Call To Worship    Within The Reign Of God (vss. 1, 4)    URW 128 
  

Greeting 
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!  
Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your 
praise; happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart 
are the highways to Zion. 
 

Hymn Of Praise              God The Omnipotent                           17 
 

Prayer                                            
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope 
and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love 
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

First Lesson                 Sirach 35:12-17 
Give to the Most High as he has given to you, and as generously as 
you can afford. For the Lord is the one who repays, and he will repay 
you sevenfold. Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it; and 
do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice; for the Lord is the judge, and 
with him there is no partiality. He will not show partiality to the poor; 
but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged. He will not 
ignore the supplication of the orphan, or the widow when she pours 
out her complaint. 
R:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm                              Psalm 84:1-7 
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! My soul 
longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart and 
my flesh sing for joy to the living God. Even the sparrow finds a 
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her 



young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your 
praise. Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose 
heart are the highways to Zion. As they go through the valley of 
Baca they make it a place of springs; the early rain also covers it 
with pools. They go from strength to strength; the God of gods 
will be seen in Zion.  
 

Hymn                                     Rain Down                         URW 144 
 

Second Lesson              2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time 
of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is 
reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also 
to all who have longed for his appearing. … At my first defense no 
one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted 
against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so 
that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the 
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The 
Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his 
heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
R:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 

Gospel Acclamation                 Alleluia                            URW 402 
 

Gospel                        Luke 18:9-14 
R:  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous and regarded others with contempt:  “Two men went 
up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my 
income.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look 

up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his home 
justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
R: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

Confession And Prayers Of The People 
Dearly beloved, so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind 
for worship at the Lord’s Table, let us with penitent and obedient 
hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by God’s 
infinite goodness and mercy.  
Let us pray:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
By dying, Christ destroyed our death; in rising, he restores our life; in 
giving us his Spirit, he grants us peace.  
In that peace we affirm, with joy:  

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
So we can say to one another:  the peace of the Lord be with you! 

And also with you. 
Let us take a few moments to greet one another with signs of peace 
and reconciliation. 
 

Doxology 
 

Communion                                                 Pewback Insert       
 


